Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 120 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.5. 0 -bipyridine ligand. This non-symmetrical coordination induces twisting and bending in the 4,4 0 -bipyridine ligand and introduces chirality into the system. The crystal studied exhibits inversion twinning. One tert-butyl group is disordered approximately equally over two positions. 
The title compound, [Zn 2 (C 12 H 27 O 3 SSi) 4 (C 10 H 8 N 2 )(CH 4 O)], is a binuclear complex with the two Zn II atoms linked via a bridging 4,4 0 -bipyridyl ligand. One of the Zn II atoms is pentacoordinated by two O,S-chelating tri-tert-butoxysilanethiolate units and one N atom of a 4,4 0 -bipyridine ligand, and the other Zn II atom is tetrahedrally coordinated by two tri-tert-butoxysilanethiolate anions acting as monodentate S ligands, the methanol O atom and the other N atom of the 4,4 0 -bipyridine ligand. This non-symmetrical coordination induces twisting and bending in the 4,4 0 -bipyridine ligand and introduces chirality into the system. The crystal studied exhibits inversion twinning. One tert-butyl group is disordered approximately equally over two positions. Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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